


“New” Immigration

Late 19th century



Old Immigration

New Immigration

Why so different?



"Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning 

to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your 

teeming shore.

• Send these, the homeless, 

tempest-tost to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden 

door!" 









































http://www.chicagohs.org/AOTM/Mar98/mar98fact1b.html










"she was not afraid of truth, 

she was not afraid of life, she 

was not afraid of death, she 

was not afraid of enemies"

(Lillian Wald at a memorial for 

Kelley).











Chinese workers





Denis Kearney

• California 

Workingman’s Party



http://sun.menloschool.org/~mbrody/ushistory/angel/exclusion_act/statuehead.jpg




Industrialization

Late 19th century







The Wizard of 

Menlo Park







“Captains of Industry”

Cornelius Vanderbilt

Railroads, banking

Andrew Carnegie

Steel

John D. Rockefeller

Oil























Attempts at Gov’t Control

• In the face of pervading laissez 

faire attitudes

• Munn and Wabash cases

• Interstate Commerce Act 1887

• Sherman Anti-trust Act 1890



Explaining and Justifying 

Wealth



Social 

Darwinism













• Period 6 Test on Thursday: MC 

and SA.

• Study guide

• T-shirt form



The Labor Movement

Late 19th century



The Labor Movement

• Knights of Labor (1869)

• 1st major labor union in U.S.

• 28,000 in 1880, peaks at 1 

million members by 1886

• Terrence Powderly

• Goal – 8 hour work day







//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/ed/Knights_of_labor_seal.gif


The Labor Movement

• Haymarket Square Riot – Chicago 

1886

• Began as protest for 8 hour work day

• Bomb thrown, 7 people killed

• Presence of anarchists, IWW, and 

communists

• Results in decline of Knights of 

Labor









The Labor Movement

• Homestead Strike 1887

• Better hours and pay

• Steel Industry – Carnegie, Frick

• Three forces – striking workers, 

strikebreakers (scabs), Pinkerton 

Guards

• 7 killed, goals not achieved







American Federation

of Labor

Founded by Samuel 

Gompers

Collective bargaining



Labor Management

Collective Bargaining



Goals: Increased wages, better hours, safer working conditions







The Labor Movement

• The Pullman Strike 1894

• George Pullman

• Pullman, Illinois

• Working at Pullman

• Role of Eugene Debs

• American Railway Union







Causes of The Pullman Strike

• Major depression hit the U.S. in 1893

• Wages cut, hours cut, unemployment 

rose

• Pullman raised rent and prices in the 

company town

• Pullman cut wages and hours

• Workers revolted













//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Pullman_strike_guard_harpers.jpg




Results of The Pullman Strike

• After a month the strike fell apart

• President Cleveland ordered troops to 

Pullman

• 1000 workers were fired

• New workers had to sign contracts that 

they would not join a union

• Debs arrested in jailed for six months



Eugene V. Debs



Coxey’s Army

• Panic of 1893

• March of the unemployed on D.C. 

1894 – demanding gov’t to create 

jobs



Reformers and Intellectuals

Late 19th/Early 20th century



NAWSA









Carrie Nation



“I felt invincible. My 

strength was that of a giant. 

God was certainly standing 

by me. I smashed five 

saloons with rocks before I 

ever took a hatchet.”

“Men are nicotine-soaked, 

beer-besmirched, whiskey-

greased, red-eyed devils.”













The Comstock Law



Victoria Woodhull

1838-1927
My judges preach against 

free love openly, practice 

it secretly.

www.brainyquote.com/quotes/auth

ors/v/victoria_woodhull.html

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/v/victoria_woodhull.html


Why is a woman to be treated 

differently? Woman suffrage will 

succeed, despite this miserable 

guerilla opposition. 





1879-1966



Margaret Sanger

“We are failing to segregate morons 

who are increasing and multiplying 

. . . an ever-increasing spawning 

class of human beings who never 

should have been born at all.”

“The real hope of the world lies in 

putting as painstaking thought into 

the business of mating as we do 

into other big businesses.”



Alice Paul

“The Woman's Party is made up of 

women of all races, creeds and 

nationalities who are united on the 

one program of working to raise the 

status of women.”

“Food simply isn't important to me.” 



Other Gilded Age Movements

• Civil Service Reform

• Pendleton Act

• Civil Service Commission

• The Social Gospel

• Solve social problems through churches and 

by the benevolence of individuals

• YMCA/Salvation Army

• Pragmatism

• William James/American philosophy












